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GENERAL DATA

- 95,000 habitants in 2008, increasing constantly by slightly less
than 1% a year since 1950 (55,553 inhabitants);

- 37 km2;
- capital of the province of Galicia.
- 1200 mm annual rainfall, 2040 hours of sunshine per year,

average temperature: 14°C

The capital of Galicia and the pilgrimage ways leading to it are a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Nearly one thousand pilgrims on average enter Santiago de
Compostela every day. These foot visitors represent a very specific
type of tourism, blending well with the old city.
The capital is also a major cultural centre, with three university
campuses, numerous museums, a concert hall and a city of culture
under construction on a hill overlooking the city.

Santiago de Compostela is known as the capital with a "thousand
gardens".
It has nearly 200 ha of gardens and natural spaces spread over 24
main sites, including the Selva Negra Forest and the Parque de
Belvís and the Parque de Granell, which will be analysed separately
at the end of this document.

The municipality is committed to improving the living environment
of inhabitants and overall, since the 1990s, to a sustainable
development policy which often receives many national and
international awards:

. ‘Escoba de Plata' (silver broom) for the city's waste
management and cleaning 2002
. Sustainable municipality green flag 2002 and 2004,
. Dubai international award 2002 for good practices to improve
the living environment.
. ECOMED Sustainable City first prize 2002
. ISR 2006 award, presented by the Institute for Sustainability of
Resources, which rewards the efforts made by municipalities to
improve the environmental quality of the urban environment
and to help turn Santiago into a green, habitable city.

The municipality has been a member of the Spanish Association of
Cities for Recycling since 1997.
The city is also part of the Galician Network of Municipal Councils
for Sustainability.
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1. PHYSICAL FRAMEWORK, URBAN AREA'S
LANDSCAPE IDENTITY

1.1. Open landscapes where you can discover the city from all
angles, with the central silhouette of the old city.

The area features a complex range of hills between 300 and 463 m
above sea level which surround and dominate the old city, which is
itself on a lower promontory (275 m).
Numerous panoramic views constructed in the public spaces of
new districts, from which the city can be viewed from different
angles, but always with the imposing silhouette of the old city and
the cathedral in central position.

The very open urban space makes it easy to read the city; it is a
major feature of the quality of life in Santiago and its identity and
heightens the appeal of the old city.

Top: the city from Monte de Dios, with the cathedral in the centre.

Middle, the city seen from As Cancelas, a new district overlooking
the city, opposite the city of culture under construction

Bottom: the old city seen from the Parque de Santa Susana


