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GENERAL DATA
- 150,000 inhabitants in 182 km2 for the Pau-Pyrénées urban
district community
- 83,000 inhabitants in 31 km2 for Pau
- 5,720,000 m2 of natural spaces open to the public in Pau,
- Pau was labelled "City of Art and History" by the Ministry of
Culture in November 2011 (150 cities in France).

1. PHYSICAL FRAMEWORK AND "NATURAL"
SPACES/CITY'S LANDSCAPE IDENTITY

1.1. An exceptional landscape heritage, the "horizons palois"
(Pau horizons)

The extraordinary location of Pau on a balcony facing the
Pyrénées is fundamental in the history of the city and its public
spaces.
It is clear from the map on the previous page that the Gave de Pau
has created a special geography, with a large valley (more than 8
km long) running from east to west. The major bed of the Gave is
offset from the north southwards, with a plateau marked by a 20
to 30 m bank between the terrace to the north and the alluvial
plain to the south.

The upper edge of the bank (between 200 and 240 m) is a
remarkable balcony which raises the observer sufficiently so that
the eye, beyond the Jurançon hillsides (300 to 380 m above sea
level), is drawn to the Pyrenean peaks and mainly Pic de Balaïtous
(3144 m), Pic du Midi d’Ossau (2284 m) and Pic d’Anie (2504 m).

The city's history and heritage is concentrated the length of this
balcony, with mainly the construction of a fortress marking the
birth of Pau in the 12th century, the conversion of this castle and
the park during the Renaissance, then the creation of the
Boulevard des Pyrénées and Parc de Beaumont and the
construction of the Château de Franqueville and the Trespouey
villas in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

This outstanding situation became the favourite haunt of a large
foreign population in the 19th century, mainly the English: in the
winter of 1880, over five thousand people came to live in Pau
(which had 29,000 inhabitants). Thus the first golf course in
Europe was built in Pau, underneath the castle grounds and on
the banks of the Gave.

In 1944, the Pau landscapes were listed under the name of
"horizons palois". The listed or registered sites cover the major
spaces perceived in the foreground from the city, in the Gave
plain and the Jurançon hillsides. The principle of reciprocity of
landscapes, "the view one takes and the view one gives", is thus
taken into account.

The classification covers 367 ha of registered and listed sites,
including the golf course, the park of the Château de Franqueville
and numerous parks and estates. Thus, not all the spaces seen are
listed and the long-term control of these landscapes is not
secured sufficiently well.
Beyond these protections, thought must be given by
communities in the Gave plain, the Jurançon hillsides and Pau to
highlight the genuine issues of this heritage and prepare suitable
measures, especially in terms of planning. The recommendations
by the Aquitaine DREAL (France's national environment agency),
under the Schéma de Cohérence Territoriale (SCOT - Regional
Coherence Scheme) and the idea of a landscape plan are moving
in this direction.

To understand the issues, the landscape design studio Morel-
Delaigue in Paul carried out a detailed study of the horizons palois
in 1994 on behalf of the Aquitaine DIREN (Ministry of the
Environment). It also defined the measures necessary to protect
these horizons.
In 2010, the city of Pau started cutting down plane trees over 30
m high which were starting to compromise the view over the
Pyrénées which were also becoming weak by growing too tall.

The pedestrian itineraries in the urban district community (see
map page 6) are very largely centred on the balcony sites, from
which the horizons palois and the related architectural heritage
can be viewed from a variety of angles.

Below: the horizons palois from the Boulevard des Pyrénées


