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GENERAL DATA

95,000 inhabitants in 31 km?,

Fourth largest city in Ireland after Dublin, Cork and Galway.
784,000 m? natural spaces open to the public, including 310,000 m?
of public parks and gardens

1. PHYSICAL FRAMEWORK AND "NATURAL"
SPACES/CITY'S LANDSCAPE IDENTITY

1.1. A city under the sway of the ocean

The City of Limerick lives under the influence of the tides despite
being more than 80 km from the sea. It stands at the head of the
huge Shannon estuary. The meandering Shannon changes
constantly within the City, sometimes a river surrounded by
seagrasses, sometimes a deep sea inlet.

The coastal plain around the Shannon includes large floodplains,
sometimes marshes, sometimes simple wetlands, with numerous
lakes and streams and landscapes opening up onto spaces with a
wealth of subtle differences, depending on the salinity and
humidity of the environments.

This wild nature continues right to the heart of the city; a third of
its territory is floodable and it has numerous lakes and marshes
associated with the rivers.

1.2. A history and landscapes linked intimately to the rivers

The City's morphology is linked very closely to that of the Shannon,
Abbey River and the canal.
The maps below show the main stages in the building of Limerick:

- The mediaeval city between the Shannon and Abbey River,
with the first bridge over the Shannon and the castle,

- To the East, the fortified military town, protected by three
forts and ramparts extending into the plain,

- To the South, a new, orthogonal city was built in the 18th
century - Newtown Pery - heralding the disappearance of the
fortifications. The majority of the City's shops and
institutions are concentrated in this district.

The quays and bridges are major public spaces from which to
explore Limerick, as they are ideal vantage points to view both the
river and the associated river frontages. The City of Limerick's
public spaces renewal programme conceived in 2010 includes
sixteen projects, including ten riverside projects (riverside
improvement strategy) to enhance the whole of the old city.

The left bank quays are being developed under this programme
with boardwalks cantilevered over the river and planted walks. It
creates an outstanding view of the river, castle and cathedral and
also the other river frontages as far as Westfield Park.

The project for the right bank involves restoring the city's quays
(cantilevered extension over the Shannon, narrowing of the car
traffic lane) and, further north, creating a pedestrian walkway
between the Shannon and City Hall then around the castle.

The project to restore the canal linking the Shannon with Abbey
River includes repairing the lock and redeveloping the towpaths.
These paths will link the city centre to the university (outside and
at the north-eastern limit of the city boundary) via an especially
pleasant direct pedestrian pathway. The northside of the canal
also connects directly to a vast marsh with a lake of great interest
in terms of landscape (Healy's Field), with O'Brien Park, one of the
largest public gardens in the city, to the south. This canal
reappropriated by the public will therefore form a highly-
structuring component for the city.
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