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GENERAL DATA

134,000 inhabitants in 11 km2,

Second largest city after Guimaraes (145,000 inhabitants) in the
Ave Valley district which covers eight municipalities, run by
ADRAVA (Ave Valley Regional Development Agency, a body which
associates local authorities and local private partners).

19 ha of parks and gardens and 32 ha under development
(Parque da Devesa) Famalicão is classed nationally as a "green
city".

1. PHYSICAL FRAMEWORK AND "NATURAL"
SPACES/CITY'S LANDSCAPE IDENTITY

1.1. A patchwork city, born from a symbiosis between industry
and countryside

The land features a complex range of hills between 100 and 250 m
above sea level which surround and dominate the city. The city
nestles in a wide valley with gentle slopes (see the relief map on
the previous page). The highest hills lie to the west; they are part
of the crystalline basement and have very poor soil, whereas the
valleys in the eastern section are very fertile. Most of the peaks
are planted with eucalyptus, Portugal's "invasive" tree, which
replaced the former pastures and forest of cork oaks in Famalicão.

Like all municipalities in the north of Portugal, Vila Nova de
Famalicão is a combination of numerous (here 49) "parishes" or
small villages and hamlets spread around the main parish, in this
instance Famalicão.

This was just a modest village until the 20th century, although
with a large market given its position at the crossroads of two
major arteries: the road from Porto to Braga and the road
between Guimaraes and the sea at Vila do Conde.

The industrialisation of the Ave Valley, mainly with large textile
and hydroelectric plants along the Ave River, triggered a major
demographic expansion. But the majority of factory workers lived
in the country and had a secondary farming activity.
Thus the "rural urban" fabric in multiple parishes become more
and more dense everywhere, without causing decisive change to
Famalicão. The farmlands remained very split up and even
diminished as new houses were gradually built. The two maps
below (the Portuguese equivalent of Ordnance Survey maps) show
clearly this significant distribution of developed sites in 1880 and
1960, with communities, the parishes, maintaining a very human
scale. In 1960, the central hub of Famalicão was just slightly more
dense that the periphery and the municipal boundaries did not
show a significant difference in density either.
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A major industrial fabric was developed outside the Ave Valley
during the 20th century, mainly in Famalicão where metal works,
food processing, leather and other factories were opened.
The City of Famalicão has only recently expanded and only really
grew to significant size in the 1970s. The city has since
encompassed a large number of parishes by moving out into
farmland. At the same time, the peripheral parishes have grown,
so that between the lax town planning of rural surroundings and
the expansion of Famalicão, the boundaries are often fuzzy and
the landscapes testify to extensive overlapping in the use of lands,
with a patchwork effect between residential buildings, rural
buildings, farm plots, hills planted with eucalyptus and the denser
city.

There are also few locations for comprehending the city and
overall the public space has not been laid out for that purpose.
The landmarks used for orientation are the tallest buildings (tower
in Praça Dona Maria II and tower in the city's southern district)
and the fine lines of trees on Av. de 25 abril.

Lastly, pedestrian routes in this patchwork are rare: only the
refurbishment of an old railway line traces a route through the
north-western section of the city from the Parque 1 de maio
(major hiking trail that extends as far as the sea). The parks
provide green route options but are not connected.

1.2. A very weakened network of streams, often ignored

Numerous thalwegs and streams criss-cross the valleys as the soil
is impermeable.
But they have often been piped and are all very polluted. This is
one of the problem areas in the evolution of the area. And it is a
highly-complex one: the pollution is created by a number of
sources, both industrial and domestic, with a wide range of
pollutants.
The Ave River inside the Ave Valley community is the most
affected by the effluents from the textile industry and is the
subject of clean-up programmes.
Consideration of this problem in Famalicão is undoubtedly more
recent but remains a fundamental issue for the ecology,
agriculture, drinking water resource, the landscapes, etc.


